
 

Sunday within the Octave of the Nativity 

January 4, 2026 
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Stand 
 

367 Angels from the Realms of Glory LSB 367 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–4): James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt. Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 Text and tune: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
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C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 
ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command 

of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit.    C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Service of the Word 

Introit Psalm 93:1, 3–4; antiphon: vv. 5, 2 

 

Your decrees are very | trustworthy;* 
 holiness befits your house, O LORD, for- | evermore. 
Your throne is established | from of old;* 
 you are from ever- | lasting. 
The LORD reigns; he is robed in | majesty;* 
 the LORD is robed; he has put on strength | as his belt. 
Yes, the world is es- | tablished;* 
 it shall nev- | er be moved. 
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods have lifted | up their voice;* 
 the floods lift up their | roaring. 
Mightier than the thunders of many waters, mightier than the waves | of the sea,* 
 the LORD on high is | mighty! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Your decrees are very | trustworthy;* 
 holiness befits your house, O LORD, for- | evermore. 
Your throne is established | from of old;* 
 you are from ever- | lasting. 
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Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
 

P  Let us pray. 

P Almighty and everlasting God, direct our actions according to Thy good pleasure:  that in 
the name of Thy beloved Son we may be made to abound in good works; through the 
same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the unity of the 
Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading  Jeremiah 31:31–34 
 

Thus says the LORD God: “Behold, the days are coming when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and with the house of Judah—not according to the covenant that I made 
with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, 
My covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to them, says the LORD. But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put My 
law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My 
people. No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, ‘Know 
the LORD,’ for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the 
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LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more,” says the LORD 
Almighty.  

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 106:47; Isaiah 63:16b 

 

Save us, O LORD our God, and gather us from among the | nations,* 
 that we may give thanks to your holy name and glory | in your praise. 
You, O LORD, are our | Father,* 
 our Redeemer from of old | is your name. 
 

Epistle Galatians 4:1–7 
 Brethren: The heir, as long as he is a child, does not differ at all from a slave, though he is 

master of all, but is under guardians and stewards until the time appointed by the father. Even 
so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world. But when 
the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the 
law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 
And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, 
“Abba, Father!” Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God 
through Christ. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse of the Day  Psalm 93:1 

 

The LORD reigns; he is robed in majesty; the LORD is robed; he has put on strength as his belt. 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:33–40 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
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 At that time: Joseph and Mary marveled at those things which were spoken of Jesus. Then 
Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is destined for the fall 
and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which will be spoken against (yes, a sword will pierce 
through your own soul also), that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” Now there 
was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great 
age, and had lived with a husband seven years from her virginity; and this woman was a widow 
of about eighty-four years, who did not depart from the temple, but served God with fastings 
and prayers night and day. And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke 
of Him to all those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem. So when they had performed all 
things according to the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth. 
And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was 
upon Him. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose 
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one 
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 

sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 

Sit 
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389 Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389 sts. 1–5 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, 3–5): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 Text (sts. 1, 3–5): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000818 Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 
 

Sermon "If a Son, Then an Heir" (Galatians 4:1-7) 
 

Installation of Congregational Officers 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 192 
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Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 194 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Proper Preface 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in 
the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory 
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are 
not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 
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Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

Distribution 
 

"The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence 
that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but his very body and 
blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and 
with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of all sin, and 
set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us. 
 
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great 
harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, 
any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this 
congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an usher."  
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621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence LSB 621 

 

 

 

 
Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829–85, alt. Tune: French, 17th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 
 

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful LSB 379 sts. 1, ref, 2–4 
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Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–80, alt. Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786 Text and tune: Public domain 
 

388 Go Tell It on the Mountain LSB 388 
 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

By the working of this Mystery, O Lord, may both our vices be purged away: and just 
desires brought to fulfillment; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 

C  Amen. 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

 

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
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Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 

 
 

938 In Peace and Joy I Now Depart LSB 938 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (st. 1): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001, alt.; (sts. 2–4): tr. Christian Worship, 1993, alt. Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text (st. 1): © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000818 Text (sts. 2–4) and tune: Public domain 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
January 4th  Celebration of Baptisms 11:45 a.m. 

January 10th  Maintenance Workday 9:00 a.m. 

January 12th  Confirmation Class 7:30 p.m. 

January 13th  Board of Elders Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

January 14th  Bible Study (Live/Online) 9:15 a.m. 

January 15th  Bible Study (Online) 7:00 p.m. 

January 18th  Church Council Meeting 11:45 a.m. 

January 19th  “Generations of Faith” Choir Rehearsal 7:30 p.m. 

January 19th  Confirmation Class 7:30 p.m. 
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